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TO THE PUBLIC 



NOTES AND NOVELTIES 



Editor of The Collector : 

Dear Sir : In response to the many inquiries which have. come to 
me in consequence of my advertisement of my Insect Exterminator 
in the last issue of The Collector, I would take the liberty of re- 
questing you, in the interest of your readers, to spare me space for 
the following brief statement of facts, which your own use of my 
preparation will, I think, permit you kindly to endorse. 

This preparation, which has been produced as the result of many 
experiments by the undersigned, is absolute and certain in its results. 
It cannot fail. If it is properly applied, all insect life, and the dan- 
gerous germs of insect life alike, must be destroyed. 

It can be freely used on any fabric, and it will leave no mark. The 
most delicate satin upholstery can be completely wet with it, and in a 
couple of minutes will show no change in surface or texture. Yet in 
that time the buffalo moth, which has been destroying the satin, has 
been killed and its very seed destroyed. 

Upon rugs, carpets, furs, curtains, clothing of any kind, stuffed 
specimens in museums, etc., it may be fearlessly applied, and its 
effect will be the same. It injures nothing but the insect pests, which 
it extinguishes. 

In libraries which have been attacked by the bookworm it is equally 
efficacious. It can be sprayed over the finest binding without tarnish- 
ing the gold or discoloring or warping the leather, and the pages of 
books can be saturated with it without damage to type or paper. Yet 
no bookworm can live once it is applied to the volume which the worm 
is ravaging. Objects should be effectively dusted before the com- 
pound is applied. 

No on& who has ever utilized this compound has ceased to do so. 
Its application is so simple, and its effects so certain, that to anyone 
who uses it it recommepds itself. Its power may be summed up in 
the statement that no form whatever of insect life can exist when it is 
brought into use against it. 

The best way to make it efficient is to spray it over the objects to 
be protected from an atomizer. This distributes the fluid without 
waste ; but as far as safety is concerned,- the objects could be soaked 
in it and would receive no damage to their color, fibre or surface. 

The only precaution necessary in its use is to apply it without 
artificial light or the neighborhood of fire. The volatile vapor which 
the compound contains requires that it be used in daylight and with- 
out inflammable influences. There is nothing dangerous about it, but 
incautious proximity with incandescence might prove annoying. 

In domestic life the utility of this compound will demonstrate itself. 
To hotels, boarding houses, steamships and private houses it has an 
equal value. It can be furnished in bulk or in moderate quantity to 
suit the necessities of the purchaser, and all orders will be promptly 
filled in the order of their receipt. Small orders and orders for 
samples may be paid for in postage stamps of ic, 2c. and 5c. denomina- 
tions. A discount is made upon orders for quantities and to hotels, 
museums and public libraries. 

The price of my preparation is $2 per gallon, 50c. per quart, 25c. 

per pint. A half pint bottle is supplied for 15c. Pints are delivered 

in bottles. For quantities I make an extra charge for the cans or 

demijohns, at the manufacturers' prices. These cans and demijohns 

. can be refilled to order. 

The inventor and compounder of this preparation herewith regis- 
ters his personal guarantee for everything he states in regard to it. 
In the case of museums, or large libraries or galleries, he will, where 
it is possible, cheerfully attend and apply his compound himself, in 
order to illustrate, in the most practical way, its method of applica- 
tion and its utility. 

The preparation can be kept for any extent of time, properly 
corked, and will not exhaust its potency. * 

Very respectfully, 
■ •• H^NRY A. SlE'&nviibKr^, Inventor and Manufacturer. 

! 313 Tenth avenue, New York City. 



The Rev. J. H. Darlington, rector of Christ Church, in Bedford avenue, 
Brooklyn, has a hobby for paintings, and he spends all his spare time search- 
ing through the art stores in this City. Not long ago he bought a small pic- 
ture representing a cavalier for $45. He took it home, examined it by a 
very strong light, and discovered what looked like a monogram in the right- 
hand corner. Rubbing it carefully with an oiled cloth he brought into view 
the letters " F. H " The monogram was peculiar in its style, and the min- 
ister has decided that it is that of Franz Hals. 

* * * 

As I stated would be the case, the grossly disproportionate and ungraceful 
figure of Diana on the tower of the Madison Square Garden will shortly be 
replaced by a smaller copy, also the work of Mr. St. Gandens. The statue 
as it stands at present is 18 feet tall, and is altogether too large for the tower. 
The new goddess will be 13 feet tall, and will be the same as the present statue 
with some modifications. What will become of the present Diana has not 
yet been settled. It is said that it was offered to the managers of the World's 
Fair, to be placed on one of the Fair buildings, but that they refused to take 
it, although the price asked for it was very small. The new Diana will be 
placed in position as soon as possible, and when up will look to be the size 
of the average woman. 



ONE of the notable art collections of Chicago is that of Mr. Charles T. 
Yerkes, which has recently had its first public or semi-public display 
to a chosen assemblage of invitees. There are eighty-two pictures in the 
collection, and they cover a wide scope, ranging from early Dutch art to late 
English art. The older schools are represented by " Heads of two Apostles" 
and "The Martyrdom of St. Levin," by Rubens; a Jewish head and 
"Philemon and, Baucis," by Rembrandt; cattle pieces by Paul Potter; 
" The Hermit," by Gerard Dow; " The Lesson on the Flute," by the elder, 
and " Reckoning the Score," by the younger Teniers; and by examples of 
Breughel, Craesbeek, Van Goyen, De Heem, Hobbema, Van der Neer, 
Ruisdael, Jan Steen, Van der Velde, Philip Wouverman, Van Ostade, 
Francesco Guardi, Greuze and others. 



In modern works, Mr. Yerkes' collection shows a catholic taste. Berne- 
Bellecour and Bouguereau are both represented, the former in a military 
scene, entitled " The Dispatch-Bearer," and the latter in a piquant study, 
" The Little Pouter." By Vaclav Brozik, is the " Plan of the Campaign." 
Daubigny, Decamps and Detaille, side by_ side with Diaz. Dupre and 
Flameng; Ludwig Knaus' " The Country Festival; " The Pets," by Land- 
seer; " The Path to the Village," by Corot, and " The Pig Killers," by 
Millet, are other men and pictures which figure in Mr. Yerkes' catalogue. 
There are works by Rousseau and Pokitanow, by Troyon and Sanchez- 
Perrier, by Alfred Stevens and by Jan van Beers; and the examples chosen 
are invariably of superior quality. Mr. Yerkes has had a handsome illus- 
trated catalogue compiled for his collection. 

* * * 

Mr. A. W. Maas, of Meridian, Miss., claims to possess a sword and scab- 
bard worn by Marechal Ney. The sword-blade is severely plain, being 
without inscriptions of any kind. It is slightly curved in shape, and has 
several small nicks in the edge. On the handle is the coat-of-arms of Ney. 
The scabbard is handsomely embellished with war scenes in gold. It was 
broken by the falling on it of the horse which Ney was riding in battle. A 
grand-uncle of Mr. Maas, it is stated, came into possession of the sword. 
By his death the sword came into the family of Mr. Maas, in whose posses- 
sion it has since remained. The owner will exhibit the relic at the Chicago 
World's Fair. 

* 4f * • 

According to the Cincinnati Times-Star, there has been an interesting 
auction at Urbana, Ohio. It was that of the effects of man named George 
Harner. Hamer was a sort of rural hermit, who, abandoned by wife and 
children on account of his eccentricities, had lived alone for thirty years, on 
a farm which he worked and in a house which he gradually filled with all 
sorts of accumulations. He did his own cooking and washing, raised nearly 
all he ate and wore, and was 'strictly honest in all his dealings with the out- 
side world, which he made as few as possible, not leaving the farm for weeks 
at a time. In February last he died and his testator ordered a sale of his 
personal effects, which occurred the other day. Nearly 2,000 people gathered 
and saw a wonderful sight. Each of the four houses was piled from floor 
to ceiling with goods and chattels gathered from the four quarters of the 
world. Aisles wound in and out through the stuff, and it would have re- 
quired a train to haul all the plunder. The inventory showed nearly 5,000 
separate articles. Among other things was a library of books; nearly .a 
score of guns, some of them old flint-locks; clocks, watches and revolvers by 
the dozen; a calendar ninety years old; all sorts of dictionaries; a valuable 
collection of Bibles; jewelry of antique make; rare coins, bric-a-brac, antique 
furniture, odd china, paintings; a collection of steel-plate engravings and 
portraits. The sale eclipsed anything ever known in that section of Ohio, and 
bad the antiquarian and historical societies of the country known of the things 
to be sold they would, it is asserted, have gathered a rich harvest. As it 
was, pieces of pottery and rare old coins and jewelry, worth large sums, went 
for a song to buyers who saw in them only relics of a queer old man. 

* * * 

The American Museum of Natural History has received, as a gift from 
Mr. S. P. Avery of this city, a curious and interesting collection of semi- 
precious stones, agates, etc., numbering 240, once the property of a gentle- 
man who lived in the seventeenth or early part of the eighteenth century, 
evidently in Germany, the only clue to the original collector being the letters 
E. H. cut on one of the pieces. Every stone in this collection is cut oval, 
is about one inch in length, two-thirds of an inch in width, and each is flat 
on the back. They were all cut to the same shape and size, so that they 
could easily be slipped into a ring belonging to the former owner and worn 
from time to time as he chose. The collection is contained in a small 
wooden case ten inches by eight by ten. In this case are seven small 
drawers, painted a light blue, in each of which are spaces cut for the stones, 
so that each drawer holds from thirty to thirty-five specimens. 

. * » « 

The lower drawer contains a series consisting of finer gems set and 
mounted on jasper, agate, or other stones of less • value. In this series, 
writes Mr. George F. Kunz, there are aquamarines, and in particular 
lumachella or fine marble, from Carinthia, Austria, showing a play of red 
and yellow flames equal to that of the fine fire opal. This is a fossiliforous 
rock, filled with the fragments of pearly shells^ largely ammonites. In such 



